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Manor Primary School 

Geography Year 1: Where in the world is Barnaby Bear?  

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit of learning pupils will  use a first-hand object – Barnaby the teddy bear –to learn about other countries and places. The children will develop their place and location knowledge. Barnaby travels with different 

people exploring human and physical features and use geographical vocabulary to communicate their findings.  

Core Aims  

 Children will develop geographical knowledge and understanding about the UK and European country 

France.  

 Develop geographical vocabulary describing human and physical features of a place.  (In the UK and 

France)  

 Use geographical skills including maps, geographical information, photographs and sources to support 

and enhance their learning.  

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Develop knowledge about the United Kingdom and a European country.  

 To name, locate and identify characteristics of a specific area.  

 To use basic geographical vocabulary when referring to physical and human features when 

investigating different locations.  

 To use maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries.  

 To construct simple maps, using basic symbols in a key. 

 To draw simple conclusions comparing similarities and differences between places.   

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Name and locate characteristics of a place.   

 Identify and describe physical and human features of a part of the UK using this vocabulary correctly.  

 Identify and describe what places are like 

 Use maps and atlases to develop their understanding  

 Draw simple maps using keys and symbols 

 Ask simple geographical questions about places and investigate answers 

 Use observations and a range of geographical sources to suggest answers to questions 

 To understand the terms physical and human features 

 They carry out simple tasks and select information using resources that are given to them about places and environments that Barnaby has visited 

 Make comparisons of a contrasting location.  
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To locate and map Wolverhampton  

 To identify and describe what places are like 

 To investigate physical and human features of a part of the UK.   

 To use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 

locational and directional language.  

 

Investigating Barnaby Bear 

Introduce the children to Barnaby Bear (Using hand puppet) and supply each child with their own passport. Who do you  

think he is? Why has he come to visit us at Manor primary? How will he help us in our learning?  

Tell the children that Barnaby Bear has been on his travels and they are going to see where he has been.  

Show the children clues as to where Barnaby Bear has been using photographs , flag clues, food and culture pictures.   

Can the children identify the places he has been to? 

Show the children the map of the City and locate the places that Barnaby Bear has visited. Identify other features such as shops and parks etc. Are 

these physical or human features? (of Wolverhampton – our home town – linking with Autumn term- Me and my community) 

Use the map to show the route that Barnaby Bear has taken to get from school to Town 

Possible learning opportunities:  

Draw on a blank map their route from School to town.  

Map and key paces that Barnaby Bear has visited in Wolverhampton 

Using positional language describe where Barnaby Bear has visited in our locality.  

Analysis, explain and describe  what Barnaby Bear saw on his visit to Wolverhampton and begin a Barnaby Bear Diary  

www.sln.org.uk/geography/.../Coll%20-%20Struay%202.ppt 
http://www.barnabybear.co.uk/  

 To use maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries. 

 To identify human and physical features of a place. (run throughout 

when children are investigating each place) 

 To ask and respond to geographical questions about places and 

environments.  

 To identify and describe what places are like 

 To use mapping skills to locate places in the UK.   

 

 

Where has Barnaby Bear travelled to?   

Tell the children that Barnaby Bear has gone to visit other places now he has seen the City of Wolverhampton.  

Look at a map of Britain.  

Show the children clues as to where Barnaby Bear has been using photographs, flag clues, food and culture pictures.   

Can the children identify the places he has been to? 

Focus on the map and ask the children to find England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.  

What do the children know about the countries that make up the United Kingdom? 

Ask the children to mark on a UK map the countries identified and label.  

Identify and refer to physical and human features within where Barnaby travels to.  

Extend the children’s understanding of the places by adding seas, rivers and mountains in and around the UK  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/  
BBC Schools - Barnaby Bear - Games - Where in Britain  

 To investigate a capital city, Dublin.  

 To investigate and understand what it might be like in Dublin.   

 To investigate how to travel, developing positional skills.  

 To use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 

locational and directional language.  

Where is Dublin? How did Barney get there?  (Dublin) 

Share with the children Barnaby Bear goes to Dublin. Locate Dublin on their map. Ask the children why they think  

Barnaby has decided to visit Dublin. How do they think he will get there? What might he see on the way? 

Discuss with the children what they think Dublin will be like? Has anyone been there? 

Read together Barnaby Bear goes to Dublin and discuss. What did he see? What is Dublin like? Where did he go? 

Introduce the children to the concept of a capital city. What do they think it means. Tell the children Dublin is a capital  

city. What makes a capital city?  

http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/.../Coll%20-%20Struay%202.ppt
http://www.barnabybear.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/games/where_in_britain.shtml
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 Ask the children to add Dublin to their map of the UK from previous lesson and begin to fill in the children’s passports so  

they can keep a record of their ‘travels’ (ongoing over the weeks -  link to ‘real life’ travelling.  

Using the map of p 4-5 locate Chester, Manchester Airport and Dublin. Show the children where Wolverhampton would  

Be in relation to the children develop positional skills. 

Which motorway would Barnaby travel on the get to the airport? What sort of transport did Barnaby use to get to  

Dublin? How else could he travel there? Could he walk or go on his Bike? 

Ask the children to plot Barnaby Bears route from Chester (or Wolverhampton) to Manchester and then to Dublin on their maps. 

What did Barnaby Bear see in Dublin? What could he see? What do you predict he might see? 

Reread Barnaby Bear goes to Dublin and discuss what Barney saw while he was there. Is Dublin how the children  

imagined?  

Identify key places and things seen in Dublin. Is Dublin similar or different to the place in which we live? Would the  

children like to visit Dublin? Where would they specifically like to go?  

Use other sources e.g. holiday brochures to give the children a picture of what Dublin is like 

Ask the children are to write a description about what Barnaby saw in Dublin 

In pairs the children could research Dublin using the internet to find out more about the place Barnaby has visited 

BBC Schools - Barnaby Bear - Scrapbook - Dublin  

 To investigate the weather in Dublin. 

 To use a range of sources to investigate.  

 To draw conclusions about a place 

 

What is the weather like in Dublin? 

Ask the children to describe what the weather was like when Barney visited Dublin. Use the book and postcards to help  

discussion.  Is the weather similar or different to the weather we experience? 

Discuss with the children the type of weather gear Barney needed for his visit. What would he need to pack in his suitcase  

for a return visit to Dublin? 

Ask the children to write a short weather report for Dublin.  

BBC Schools - Barnaby Bear - Games - Weather Report 
BBC Schools - Barnaby Bear - Scrapbook - Dublin  

 To investigate a Edinburgh.  

 To investigate and understand what it might be like in Edinburgh.    

 To investigate how to travel, developing positional skills.  

 To use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 

locational and directional language.   

  To ask simple geographical questions and can investigate     answers.  

 

Where is Barnaby Bear travelling to now? (Edinburgh) 

Tell the children that Barnaby Bear has been to other places besides Dublin 

Read together Barnaby Bear goes to Edinburgh. Where is Edinburgh? Explain to the children that Edinburgh is a Capital  

city too. Which country is this its capital city? 

Locate Edinburgh on a map of the UK. Where is it in relation to Chester, Wolverhampton, and Dublin? 

How do the children think that Barnaby Bear travelled to Edinburgh – from Dublin or from Wolverhampton? Would this  

be the same way? 

Discuss what Barnaby Bear saw in Edinburgh. Identify key places and features of Edinburgh. Compare what Barnaby 

Bear saw in Edinburgh to what he saw in Dublin 

Ask the children to imagine they are Barnaby. They are to write a diary entry for their visit to Edinburgh 

 To investigate a place in Europe, France.  

 To use maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and surrounding countries 

 To ask simple geographical questions and can investigate     answers.  

Where will Barnaby Bear visit in France?  (Brittany/Paris) 

Read together Barnaby Bear goes to Brittany and discuss. Where is Brittany?   

Tell the children Brittany is in France. Locate France and the UK on a map of Europe. How do the children think that  

Barnaby Bear go to Brittany? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/scrapbook/dublin/dublin.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/games/weather_report.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/scrapbook/dublin/dublin.shtml
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 To use a range of sources to investigate places.  

 

Ask the children to mark France and UK on a map of Europe. Ask the children to mark on the capital city of France and  

the English Channel that separates the two. 

Track Barnaby Bears journey to Brittany from Chester or Wolverhampton. What transport did he use to get there? How  

else could he travel there? 

Children to mark on a map Barnaby Bears journey to Brittany. What would he see on his journey? 

What was Brittany like while Barnaby was there? 

Discuss with the children where Barnaby Bear went in Brittany and what he saw. 

Ask the children to describe Brittany and the sort of weather Barnaby experiences there. Ask the children to think about  

the time of year that he visited – does this affect the weather? 

Ask the children what they think Barnaby Bear packed in his suitcase to go on his holiday. 

Using pictures from travel brochures and the internet as the children to write a simple description of Brittany  

Children to write a postcard to their friend telling them about Barnaby Bears holiday. The children are to illustration of the back of the postcard with 

a picture from Brittany 

BBC Schools - Barnaby Bear - Scrapbook - Brittany 

Alternatively Barnaby Bear could visit Paris- BBC Schools - Barnaby Bear - Stories 

 To share personal preferences about places.  

 To use reasoned arguments and discussion to make an informed personal choice. 

 To compare contrasting locations 

 

What have we learnt about Dublin, Edinburgh and Brittany from Barnaby Bears adventures? 

Ask the children to locate the three places that Barnaby Bear has visited on his travels. Discuss what the children have  

learnt about each of the places? Share with the children landmarks from each of the locations can the children identify  

them? 

Which of the three places studied would the children like to visit and why? 

Ask the children to compare and contrast the places studied and present their ideas using pictures and text 

 

 To investigate a contrasting locality.  

 To identify physical and human features of places 

 To investigate an non-European country that Branaby Bear travels to.  

Where is Barnaby Bear going now? 

Tell the children that Barnaby Bear is going on holiday to the seaside. Ask the children to share their experiences of the  

seaside 

Locate Weston Super Mare or Poole BBC Schools - Barnaby Bear - Scrapbook - Poole (or similar seaside place) on a map  

and tell the children this is where Barnaby is going? How do they think he is going to get there? Discuss his route and mode  

of transport 

In pairs ask the children to think about what Barnaby Bear might see or do here 

Ask the children to think about the stories they have read about Barnaby Bear. How have they been presented? The  

children are to Design a front cover for Barnaby Bears visit to The seaside and then they are to complete one or two pages  

from the inside of the book – including details of what he did and saw during his visit to the seaside. 

Ask the children where else in the world do they think Barnaby Bear might like to visit and why. 

Alternatively Barnaby Bear could visit Australia - BBC Schools - Barnaby Bear - Story - Down Under 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/scrapbook/brittany/brittany.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/stories/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/scrapbook/poole/poole.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/stories/downunder.shtml
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Manor Primary School 

Geography Year 2: A contrasting locality overseas – Mexico, Tocuaro.  

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will develop their place knowledge and understanding. They will explore and investigate geographical similarities and differences of a contrasting locality with a  

non-European country.  The children will be able to identify and explain key physical and human features and begin to use geographical skills.  

Core Aims  

 Children will develop their human and physical geographical knowledge and understanding.  

 Identify similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area 

in a contrasting non-European country.    

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to physical and human features.    

 

 To compare and contrast localities identifying similarities and differences.  

 

Pupils should be taught to develop their human and physical knowledge…  

 Investigate a small area in a non European contrasting locality.   

 To use geographical vocabulary when referring to key physical and human features.  

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and weather  

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical 

geography of Mexico.  

 To use world maps atlases and globes to identify geographical places and features.  

 To use ariel photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.   

 To construct simple maps, using basic symbols in a key. 

 To use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional 

language (near, far, left, right) to describe the location of features and routes on a map.  

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Identify and describe key physical and human features of Mexico 

 Identify and describe what places are like.  

 Identify similarities and differences through studying human and physical geography.  

 Draw geographical comparisons between their locality and a contrasting non European locality.  

 Use maps and atlases to develop their understanding and position of locations  

 To use compass directions and locational and directional language when planning routes and mapping.  

 Draw simple maps using keys and symbols  

 Ask simple geographical questions and investigate answers 
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 To ask and answer a range of geographical questions 

 To understand and give accurate examples of physical and human features in and around the UK 

 They carry out simple tasks and select information using resources that are given to them about places and environments 

 
 
 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To identify and describe what places are like.  

 To investigate places using maps, atlases and photographs. 

 To describe places using positional language.  

 To begin to draw simple conclusions.     

 

Introduce the children to this terms topic: A contrasting non-European locality Mexico.    

What questions would the children like to investigate this term, relating to the unit?  

Where is Mexico? 

Using maps, atlases and globes, ask the children to locate the UK and Mexico and to identify the main continents and  

Oceans and surrounding seas. Ask the children to trace a route to Mexico 

share with the children a range of pictures of Mexico. How is it different to where we live?  

Ask the children to mark on a world map the UK and Mexico and main continents and oceans identified. Children to trace 

on route taken from UK to Mexico 

Using maps, atlases and globes, ask the children to locate the main cities in Mexico. Locate surrounding countries. Can the  

children identify any physical features e.g. rivers 

Ask the children to mark the main cities and any physical features on a map of Mexico 

Using positional language can you plan a route using your map? (North, south, East, West) (left, right, near, far)  

Learning opportunity ideas:  

- Identify and map UK and Mexico on a map  

- Map/trace a route using positional language  

- Travelling to Mexico 

- Brief description about Wolverhampton and Mexico drawing conclusions from photographs.  

 To investigate Mexico 

 To use a range of sources to find out about a locality.  

 To identify key physical and human features of Mexico  

 Ask simple geographical questions and investigate answers 

 

 

Building upon their understanding of what Mexico is like…  

What questions did you generate last lesson that you would like to investigate? – 

Discuss with the children what they think Mexico is like?  Has anyone they know been on holiday to Mexico? What do they know about  

the culture of Latin America? 

Using atlases, information texts, holiday brochures, the internet and CD-ROMs to find out more about Mexico.   

The children are to find more information about the country: 

 Physical features 

 Landmarks  

 Interesting facts about the place – flag, language, population 

 Religion  

 Weather and climate 

 People – work and leisure 
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 Food 

 Music 

The children are to present their finding about Mexico by producing a fact file about the country  

 To investigate a village in Mexico.  

  To use maps, atlases and positional language to locate places.  

 To ask and answer geographical questions.  

 To make simple conclusions and comparisons between Tocuaro and 

Wolverhampton.   

Ask the children Where is Tocuaro and what do you think it is like? – make predictions based on current level of understanding of Mexico.  

Children to locate the village of Tocuaro (a village to the west of Mexico City) on maps of Mexico.using posttional language can you describe where it is on your 

map?   

Ask the children how they might travel there and what sort of time would be needed for the journey?  

How do the children think the village of Tocuaro will compare with the city of Wolverhampton? 

Ask the children to record what they think the village Tocuaro would be like if they were to go there using words and pictures. Ask the  

children to give reasons for their answers, drawing simple conclusions. EG How are they similar/ different to the homes we live in?   

Why do you think they are different?  

What do you think it would be like to live here?  

Introduce the children to the Horta family who live in Tocuaro using photographs.   

Ask the children to make up questions to ask Angelica, the youngest member of the Horta family, like:  

What is family life like for you? What is it like to live in Tocuaro? What sort of food do you eat? How much do things  

cost where you live?  

Using the pictures, the children will try to answer the questions they have posed. What else can the children tell about life  

in Tocuaro from the photographs? 

How is this different to where you live and your life?  

 To investigate places.  

 To use secondary sources of information to draw geographical conclusions.  

 To identify human and physical features of a place 

 To make comparisons with their own locality 

Tell the children toy imagine they are going to investigate homes.  

What do you think the houses and homes like in Tocuaro? 

Look at the sources and photograph of house and homes in the Village.  How are they made and what are they made  

from?  How are they similar or different to our homes? Who might live in the different houses? 

Ask the children to illustrate and describe one of the houses in Tocuaro.  

Challenge the children to identify things that are similar or different to their own homes making comparisons. 

Can you predict what inside a home is like? - What is the inside of a typical home in Tocuaro like? 

Look at the photograph of the inside of the homes in the Tocuaro.  Look at the individual rooms – kitchen, living room, bedrooms. Identify key 

features of each. 

Focus on the kitchen - Using pictures, ask the children to identify newer and more traditional ways of cooking in Tocuaro. Discuss dishes that would 

be cooked in the kitchen.  

Discuss and try different types of traditional Mexican food eg Taco's, tortilla chips, salsa etc. Record what foods they  

have tasted and write a description about what their opinion. 

Ask the children to write about the food the family would eat and the ways in which they are cooked.  

 To identify and describe what places are like.  

 To draw geographical comparisons between their locality and a 

contrasting locality.    

 To use a range of sources to investigate places.  

 Ask the children to think about what it might be like living in Mexico and going to school there… 

What might it be like to go to school in Tocuaro? 

Introduce the children to Mario from the Horta family. Using information from the text Mexican Village and photographs introduce the children to 

going to school in Tocuaro. How does Mario spend his day? Ask the children what it might be like to go to school in Mexico.  Can the children 

locate the school on the map of the village? 
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To identify similarities and differences between places.  Create a class list of similarities and differences to comparing going to school at Manor Primary School and going to 

school in Tocuaro 

Ask the children if they could talk to someone who goes to school in Tocuaro what would they ask them about their school 

Ask the children to write a letter to someone in Tocuaro to ask them what their school is like and the sorts of lessons they  

take part in. 

Ask the children to write a letter/ blog/ email/ diary entry about schooling in Tocuaro.  

 To identify and describe jobs in Tocuaro.  

 To identify similarities and differences through studying cultural and 

economical impacts. (Types of jobs) 

What jobs do people do in Tocuaro? 

Do you think we have the same jobs in Wolverhampton as they doin Tocuaro? Why? Why not?  

Remind the children about the Horta family. What have we learnt about the family so far? 

What jobs do they have? 

Tell the children Angelica’s father is a mask maker.  Do the children know anyone who is a mask maker? Using pictures  

and artefacts look at the sorts of masks he makes. How are they made?  Who do the children think buys the masks?  

Ask the children to design a colorful mask for themselves drawing on the traditional Mexican and earlier Aztec designs.  

Explain their symbolic meanings.  

Challenge: How are these jobs linked to their culture?  

What people do in their spare time? Social similarities and differences.  

 To identify how places change over time.  

 To ask and answer geographical questions.  

 To draw conclusions based on my findings.  

 To identify human and physical features.  

 To identify similarities and differences between places.  

 To understand why Mexico is a contrasting locality.  

How had life changed in Tocuaro? 

Ask the children to think about how life is changing and may change in the future in Tocuaro. Using pictures as a  

stimulus think about the things that are still being done in a traditional way in Tocuaro e.g. washing. Ask the children to  

think about how the method of washing may change now that the family is earning money, and whether the change will  

be for the better or for the worse?  

Ask the children to reflect on how their ideas about a Mexican village have changed and developed. Ask them to think  

about what other questions they might ask to find out more about life in the village or in Mexico in general. 

How is Tocuaro similar to, and different from our locality? 

Discuss with the children what they have leant about life in Tocuaro. Discuss life in terms of - houses, food, shopping and going to school and then 

discuss life in Wolverhampton - houses, food, shopping and going to school. 

Discuss which aspects of life are the same for both places. Ask the children to record similarities and differences using  

pictures or a mind map. Is it a good thing that people and places are similar/ different? Why?  

Ask the children what it would be like about living in a village, what they would miss most and what things it would be  

difficult to do. If they were going to live in Tocuaro what five things would they take in a suitcase? Justify your choices.  
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Manor Primary School 

Geography Year 3: A Village in India 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the UK and Europe. The children will investigate key physical and human features  

across Europe developing their place, locational and human and physical geography.    

Core Aims  

 Children will focus on Europe, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics of European countries.  

 To name and locate countries and geographical regions, key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers) land use patterns and how they have changed over time,   

 To interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes and aerial 

photographs.  

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Name and locate countries and cities of the United Kingdom and Europe, geographical regions.  

 To identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers) across Europe and how these can change over time.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes to investigate and locate and describe features.  

 To use eight point compass, four and six- figure grid references, including ordnance survey maps to 

build their knowledge of Europe.   

 To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics.  

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Name and locate European countries and major cities and their geographical regions focusing on key physical and human characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) 

and land uses and how these have changed over time.   

 Identify and describe physical and human features of what places are like within Europe.  

 Use atlases, globes four and six figure grid references ordnance survey maps and atlases to develop their understanding and position of locations within the UK and Europe. 

 Ask geographical questions and investigate answers.  

 To use appropriate geographical vocabulary, related to topic they are studying.  

 To analysis geographical data and evidence to draw conclusions about key features in Europe.  

 To draw maps and plans, at a range of scales to communicate their geographical understanding. 

 To develop locational awareness, recognising how places change over time.  

 
 
 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  
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 Name and locate countries and cities of India and other geographical regions.  

 To use and interpret maps and atlases when investigating India and our 

world.   

 

 

 To use a range of sources to investigate how to travel to the village 

Chembakolli.  

Introduce the children to their new geography topic – Investigating a village in India.     

In talk partners discuss what you already know about our India – record on post it notes.  

Provide the children with a bank map – using prior knowledge what can they identify?  

What continent is India in? Can they identify any key features of India using prior knowledge?  

Give children maps and atlases to further investigate. How successful were they?   

Where is Chembakolli?  

Where is India and Chembakolli in relation to the UK and the rest of the world?  

Using globes, world maps, atlases and CD-ROMs, ask the children to locate the position of the UK, 

Europe, Asia, India and Chembakolli. 

On a map using photographs, aerial photographs of India, ask the children to find out which countries and seas border India.  Children could use 

these resources to add the main physical and human features to a blank map of India.  

Week 2 Session 2 – Investigate how you would travel to Chembakolli  

How is Chembakolli connected to the rest of the world?  

Plan a route (find flights airlines used, connecting countries, Time scale to get there, Cost, miles/ distance travelled, countries crossed etc)  

 To investigate places (India). 

 To use key geographical vocabulary when describing places.  

 To use secondary sources to investigate what places are like, a village in India.  

 

 

Over a couple/ few of weeks...  

Recap with the children: Where India is in relation to the UK?  

How do you think it is different? Similar?  

What would you like to find out about India?  

Using espresso links  

Children to investigate key facts about India  

Possible ideas to investigate:  

 Language  

 Currency 

 Population  

 Culture/ traditions 

 Religions  

 Capital city  

 Tourist attractions  

Identify key human and physical features of India and the impact this has on people, places, tourists and how this has changed over time.  

 Popular physical and human features 

Children could produce an information page ‘All about India’  
May spend more than one week focusing on aspects deepening children’s understanding of the country they will be learning about this term.    

 To use key geographical vocabulary when describing places in India.  

 To study the human and physical geography of a region of India  

 To create a map identifying landscapes and land uses of Chembakolli.  

What is the landscape like in Chembakolli?  

What do you predict it will be like? Reasons why?  

Children using resources investigate the landscape and land use of village.  

Children could map the village using a mapping key of the land type.  
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Could also identify biomes and compare to UK.  

Children could compare and draw conclusions from their findings.  

 To compare and contrast, drawing geographical conclusions.  

 Identify and describe key features of what places are like within a Non 

European country.   

 

Recap with the children their learning about Chembakolli.  

Introduce homing and living.   

What do you predict life would be like living in Chembakolli?  

Share secondary sources (Chembakolli box) children investigate and create questions they would like to lead their own lines of enquiry (links to home 

life)  

Children investigate homes in Chembakolli and make comparisions between a child in Wolverhampton and a child in Chembakolli main differences 

and similarities between homes.    

 Ask geographical questions and investigate answers.  

 To analysis geographical sources and data in relation to schooling and 

draw conclusion from your finings.   

Recap homing and living and comparisions drawn from last week.   

Show the children images of school life in Chembakolli.  

Share secondary sources (Chembakolli box) children investigate school and education.  

Draw conclusions about education in Chembakolli and at Manor.  

How is schooling different? Similar?  

Whose education is best? How? Why? Reasons to justify your perspectives.   

Children investigate education.  

Is education influenced by their culture?  How is it different?  Can you measure pass rates of schooling in an indian village and schooling at Manor?  

 To investigate human features of European countries, to find out what places 

are like.  

 To communicate using geographical vocabulary.  

 

Are there links between schooling and employment opportunities?  

What jobs do you think are available for people who live in Chembakolli?  

What are the differences? Similarities? Cultural differences and impacts?  

What do the sources tell us?  

Children investigate the types of jobs available, making relevant links to their prior learning of landscapes and the impact this has on employment.  

Children could create a fact file, a job advert, information guide for workers, poster/guide, explanation text to share new learning about jobs in 

Chembakolli.  

 To draw geographical conclusions.  

 To understand the links used and created  with trade and transport links for 

Chembakolli and the impact this has on people and places.  

Ask the children to identify and record the main similarities and differences between Gudalur and a 

market in their locality (EG Bilston), using photographs interactive / internet sources page 25 from the photopack and photographs of other markets 

in India and markets in our locality.  

How do their findings compare and contrast to the lives we live?  

Impact of trade and business – local and tourist. 

•Ask the children to think about what they would eat in Chembakolli 

use secondary sources to identify and record similarities and differences in ways of selling and trading goods 

• understand how different places are connected to each other  

- Trail the food trail for deepening understanding of cultural differences  

- Positive and negative impacts of employments  

 To compare and contrast people and places.  

 To ask and answer geographical questions, following our own  lines of 

enquiry.  

What questions did you have at the beginning of this unit?  

Have we answered all relevant questions?  

Anything we have missed that you can research an answer now – all question and lines of enquires kept.  

Use the internet to gain up-to-date information about, and images of, India. 
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•Ask the children to identify and explain the main similarities and differences between their own 

locality and Chembakolli. Ensure children are using correct geographical vocabulary when verbally describling similarities and differences.  

 Ask the children to reflect on how their ideas about India have changed and developed. Ask them to 

list further questions, which, if investigated, would give a more representative view of life in Indi 

opportunities to do self assessment.  
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Geography Year 4: Where in the world? 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will focus on location and positional locations, focusing on key countries, continents, physical and human features. Pupils will develop their  

locational and place knowledge through the study of physical and human geography of a region of the UK and the wider world, using and applying their geographical skills.    

Core Aims  

 Children will develop their locational knowledge by naming and locating places in the UK, and the 

wider world, drawing comparisons and learning about environmental regions and land use patterns.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of  physical and human 

geography of a region of the United Kingdom, European countries and a region within North or South 

America.     

 To develop their geographical skills through a range of sources, deepening their understanding of 

people and places.   

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Name and locate countries and cities of the United Kingdom, Europe, and the wider world, 

geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics and land use 

patterns, understanding how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical 

geography of a region of the UK, Europe and Wider world.   

 To describe and understand key aspects of physical and human geography  

(physical geography: climatic zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes and the water cycle.  

human geography: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water)  

 To use the eight point of a compass, four and six figure grid references, symbols and keys, atlases, 

maps to build upon knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.   

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Name, locate and map specific places and geographical regions within the UK, Europe, Russia and North and South America.       

 To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including climatic zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the within and the impact this has on 

people and places. 

 To describe and understand key aspects of human geography including types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water and the impact this has on people and places.  

  Identify and describe physical and human features of what places are like in the world.   

 Use atlases, globes, four and six figure grid references, ordnance survey maps and digital technology to locate and describe what places are like.  

 To analysis geographical data and evidence to draw conclusions and comparisons between where we live and other countries.   

 Ask geographical questions and investigate answers.  

 To use appropriate geographical vocabulary, related to topic they are studying.  
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 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom and the wider world.  

 Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To identify and map human and physical features of the world.  

 To use a range of sources to investigate.    

 To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.  

 To develop mapping skills using a mapping key to identify the world’s 
continents.   

Introduce the children to their new geography topic – Where in the world?   

In talking partners discuss what you already know about our world. 

Generate questions they would like to investigate this term. Post it note enquiries.   

What is a physical feature? A human feature? Label all they can identify on a blank A3 world map.  

Can you identify the world’s continents and countries?   

Using maps, atlases and OS maps identify countries and continents, key physical and human features of our world.   

Using a world map, developing their geographical skills and a mapping key-  

To map the positions and significance of Equator, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle.  

Using maps and atlases identify key places on their map-  

Refer back to their A3 maps- how accurate were they?  

What conclusions can you draw from your investigations?   

What have you learnt from mapping skills.  

 To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography 

(including climatic zones, biomes and vegetation belts) and the impact 

this has on people and places. 

 To describe and understand key aspects of human geography (types of 

settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 

distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 

water) and the impact this has on people and places. 

 To use key geographical vocabulary when communicating your 

understanding.  

 To draw conclusions based on research and findings.   

Using their learning about the world.  

Identify the countries of the world and the continents they belong to.  

What are the key features of the continent?  

EG general facts.  

Play a Taboo game of countries and the continents they belong to.  

Use a range of secondary and interactive sources to support learning 

 To identify physical and human features of countries.  

 To ask and answer questions when investigating.  

 To use geographical vocabulary when describing physical and human 

features. 

 To use a range of sources to find out about countries.  

 To use atlases, globes, four and six figure grid references, ordnance 

survey maps and digital technology to locate and describe what places 

are like.  

 

Over a series of lessons…  
The children are going to investigate and explore the world where we live.  

Over the next few lessons children can investigate European countries, Russia, North and South America. (begin with closer to where we live 

and then move further afield)  

Children can focus on:  

 Physical features  

 Human features  

 Topical features 

 Land uses and landscapes 

 Maps, photographs  
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 Economic activity  

 Leisure  and activities  

 Impacts on people and places. 

Looking at the sources, what conclusions can be drawn about key countries people and places?  

Children could produce a guide, information booklet, written outcomes, fact file, maps, graphs, tables and charts to communicate their learning of major 

countries and to record information. 

 Children could compare countries within the same continent and drawn upon similarities and differences.  

 Could further make comparisons between different countries and continents  

Espresso links with countries:  

Chile  

Sudan  

Madagascar 

Australia  

Antarctica 

 To identify physical and human features of other countries.  

 To use appropriate geographical vocabulary to describe key places.  

 To investigate the positive and negative impacts of tourism and the impact it 

has on the economy, people and places.  

 

Why do you think people visit other countries?   

How does this impact on their economy?   

What is the most popular country to visit? Why?  

What physical and human features do these countries have that are so appealing to tourists?   

Buildings and main attractions.  

Children to further extend their investigations by using the I-pads.   

Possible learning opportunities: 

Present their findings in an informative guide  

A persuasive leaflet to attract people to visit Tourist guide. 

Picture of a feature and information written below.  

 To describe and understand key aspects of human and physical 

geography and the impact this has on people and places.  

 To ask geographical questions and investigate answers.  

 To analysis geographical data and evidence to draw conclusions.    

 To use appropriate geographical vocabulary, related to topic they are 

studying.   

Focus on Where in the world are the seven/ nine wonders of the world?  

What are these? Where are these? What do you know about them? Why are they famous landmarks?  

What are the impacts this has on people and places?  

Over the next few lessons investigate the wonders of the world (Natural) using a range of written, interactive, visual sources.  

Map wonders of the world and add a fact box 

Draw conclusions about the wonders of the world.  

Possible learning outcomes:  

Fact files, guides, graphs and analysis, report formats and PowerPoint presentations.  

Geographical conclusions based on the impact these aspects have on people and places and how they change over time.  
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 To investigate physical and human features of countries, to find out what 

places are like.  

 To communicate using geographical vocabulary.  

 

 

Children can lead their own learning by deciding which country they would like to present.  

Children to gather research on their chosen place leading their learning with a human and physical feature that would attract tourists to visit a place, 

children can add information from prior lessons to present their learning.  

Children could create a fact file, a persuasive brochure to visit a human landmark/poster/guide to attract visitors to a specific country/information text for 

a nonfiction book about human features.  

-Impact of human and physical geography on people and places  
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Geography Year 5: A study of our local town – Sedgley   

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will focus on developing their knowledge about their locality.  They will deepen their and develop knowledge of the physical and human features, collect data and  

investigate through first-hand experiences, visiting the town Sedgley.  

Core Aims  

  To develop contextual knowledge of the location of significant places including their physical and 

human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the action of 

processes.  

 To understand key physical and human geographical features and how these can bring about change 

over time.  

 To interpret a range of geographical sources including maps, diagrams, globes, photographs and 

geographical information systems (GIS) 

 To communicate geographical information in a variety of ways including through maps, numerical and 

quantitative skills and writing at length.  

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 To name and locate countries and cities of the UK, geographical regions and their physical and 

human characteristics, key topographical features and their land-use patterns and understand how 

some of these aspects have changed over time. 

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of physical and human 

geography of a region of the United Kingdom, their locality. 

 To develop their physical geography and human geography, including: types of settlement and land 

use and economic activity, natural disasters and how this impacts on people and places.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes, digital mapping including OS maps and grid references to investigate and 

describe features studied.  

 To develop their geographical skills and build their knowledge of the UK and their locality.   

Expectations 

Children can: 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features, and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects 

have changed over time 

 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, their locality 

 To be able to describe physical geography, and human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and 

water.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate the town they will study.  

 To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom.  

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies, traffic survey and data analysis. 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To identify and map human and physical features of the local town.  

 To use a range of sources to investigate.    

 To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps/ road atlases) 

to build their knowledge of the local area.  

Introduce the children to their new topic – A study of our local town: Sedgley.  

What do you know about Sedgley? What would you like to find out about Sedgley?   

Generate questions they would like to investigate this term. Post it note enquiries.  

Using maps, atlases and OS maps/ A-Z maps identify key physical and human features of our world. (older maps of Wolverhampton with Manor on 

in Geography cupboard)   

Using a range of maps hand and interactive, developing their geographical skills using lines and grids and a mapping key- locate Sedgley and map the 

area, placing key physical and human features onto their map.  

Write/ explain, drawing conclusions from their investigations of Sedgley.  

 To ask and respond to a range of geographical questions investigating the 

local town.  

 To find systems to collect informative data.   

 To use secondary sources to carry our geographical investigations and 

research.  

 

 

Investigating a High Street.  

What is meant by the term High Street? Can the children name any High Streets they know? What would the children see within a High Street? Ask 

the children to think about Dudley, Bilston and Wolverhampton town centres  

Review what the children have learnt in previous work about the town centre, eg types of building, functions, and numbers of people, why it is a busy 

place. 

 What type of place is a High Street? 

 Who uses a High Street? 

 Is it busy place? 

What is Sedgley High Street Like? Who uses the High Street and what for? How can we collect data about Sedgley High Street? 

Refer to last week’s map work locating Sedgley.    

What do you think the issues are relating to Sedgley High Street?  

How can we find out who uses Sedgley High Street and why? (questionnaires to collect data)  

What data could we gather? How could we form our questionnaires? What conclusions could this lead to?  (people, shops, traffic)  

Ask the children to create and generate their own questionnaires using ICT. Children to use a range of closed, open and multiple-choice questions 

and answers within their questionnaires. Children to copy their questionnaires and take them home to be completed by family and friends.  

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and collect data in the local area 

using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans, tables, graphs, and 

digital technologies. 

 To look at land uses and understand how some of these aspects may have 

changed over time.  

 To collect and record visual and data evidence about the shops on Sedgley 

High Street 

 To collect and record evidence about the people who use Sedgley High Street  

 

A Visit Sedgley High street- What is Sedgley High Street Like? 

Take the children on a first-hand walk to visit Sedgley High Street. Children to look at what shops are there and who actually uses the High Street.  

During the visit, the children will gather information in many forms: - photographs, pictures, video, written, tables that will be use to further study of 

the High Street at school. 

Children to gather data on the following: 

 Shops on the High Street, their location and the goods they sell or services provided 

 Shops on the major routes into and out of Sedgley 

 Surveys at different points about the numbers and groups of people who use the High Street 

 Complete maps and sketches of how the High Street is used.   

Children to create maps of shops along the High Street and use a mapping key to identify their different purposes. 

 Look at the different types of buildings and different shops.   

Ask the children keep a tally chart of the different types of buildings and shops they see along the High Street e.g. chemists, banks, supermarkets, 
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pubs and so on 

Carryout a survey of the people and traffic along the High Street for five minutes. Who? Where? Age?  

(Later in the unit children investigate traffic – could focus on this on visit today or take a second visit later in unit)  

 To develop their geographical skills and build their knowledge of local town.   

 To draw geographical conclusions from research carried out. 

 To present data in a variety of ways.  

What have we learnt about Sedgley High Street? 

 Discuss with the children what they saw when they made their visit to Sedgley High Street.  

 What shops were there?  

 Was it busy?  

 What groups of people were using the High Street? 

What geographical conclusions can we learn from our first hand findings?  

What did you find interesting? Surprising?  

Children to present their findings in a range of ways: 

 Creating a map  of their route to Sedgley and any key features they noticed along the way using a mapping key 

 Drawing a map of the High Street; they are to mark on all the buildings that are there. The children are to use a key to categorise the 

buildings e.g. shops, banks & building societies, pubs etc. What do they notice about the different types of shops there 

 Handling data - ask the children to use the data gathered from their survey of who uses the high street to create tables, charts and graphs 

using ICT. Children to analyse the graphs e.g. Why is the High street busy? Which is the most popular group of people to use the High 

Street during our visit? Why?  

 Use of ICT – produce tables, charts and graphs and analyse their findings, drawing conclusions. 

 Written evaluations, drawing geographical conclusions from investigating.  

 To investigate the impacts of the amount of traffic in Sedgely   

 To research positive and negative affects traffic can have on the High Street.   

 To use geographical vocabulary to communicate findings.  

What did the children notice about the amount of traffic when they visited Sedgley?  

Children look back at their conclusions and pose the question: Should Sedgley high street be closed to traffic? 

Having visited Sedgley, ask the children to discuss any traffic issues they might have seen during their visit to Sedgley e.g.  

 Was there a lot of traffic? 

 Was it difficult to cross the road?  

 Is the High street safe? 

Discuss what local councils have done to make Wolverhampton and Dudley High Street safer.  

Discuss pedestrian zones - What are they and why were they introduced? 

Reasons for traffic passing through the High street? (access to certain roads/ destinations) 

Types of traffic passing (delivery lorries, cars, bikes etc...)  

Pose the questions to the children Should Sedgley High Street be closed to traffic?  

As groups ask the children to brainstorm their thoughts about this – is it a good idea? Who would be affected?  

What sort of data should we collect in order to make an informed decision about the issue?  

Prompt the children to think about traffic surveys at different points on the High Street, survey of parking facilities.  

How can we ensure you communicate relevant issues that impacts on traffic? 

Children to present their findings within a report with text, data and geographical analysis. 
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 To carry out fieldwork to collect and record evidence about local traffic issues 

 To use correct geographical vocabulary.  

 To use and interpret a range of primary and secondary sources to investigate 

environments.  

 To be able to describe physical geography and human geography, including the 

impact this has on people and places.  

 To draw geographical conclusions from research carried out. 

 To present data in a variety of ways. 

Is the traffic an issue in the High Street? 

Visit Sedgley high street again (if didn’t carry out surveys on prior visit) and ask the children to look traffic issues.  

Use the children’s ideas/ research studies from the previous lesson to collect data. 

Survey of volume and type of traffic using High Street 

Parking facilities in Sedgley 

How traffic is currently controlled e.g. traffic lights, pedestrian crossings, sign posts etc... 

Back at school; discuss the children’s initial findings of their second visit to Sedgley with a focus on traffic. 

Ask the children to collate the data they have collected and ask them to record the data on a data file and produce graphs to represent results fond 

and conclusions drawn.  

These graphs could be produced using graphing software and ICT  

Research road issues – crashes/ accidents that have occurred on Sedgley High Street due to traffic.  

 To ask and answer a range of geographical questions when investigating.  

 To investigate how the local environment changes over time.    

 To research current issues and suggest how these issues can be managed and 

improved.  

 To identify plausible solutions for local issues.  

 To carry out market research when investigating issues that are arising from how 

the land is used.  

 

 

Should Sedgley High Street be closed to traffic?  

What can be done to solve the problem of traffic in the high street? 

Tell the children that they are going to bring together all the data they have generated to make a decision about the issue Should Sedgley High Street 

be closed to traffic but first we should find the views of some of the people who actually use the High Street.  

Help the children to design a survey of the views of people who actually use the town, remind the children to find out what people think are the 

benefits and drawbacks of closing the high street to traffic. 

Ask the children to each take a questionnaire and ask a family member if they will complete it to find out about their thoughts about closing the High 

Street.  

Ask the children to return their questionnaires and collate the information gathered and as a class analyse the results. 

Ask the children to bring together all the data they have collected. Tell the children that they are going to make a decision about whether the High 

Street should be closed to traffic.  

Children could debate the issue using all they have found out. 

Divide the class into groups and allocate a range of roles to each, eg a shopkeeper, a young parent, a delivery driver, pensioner. 

Ask each group to debate the issue of traffic on the high street and try to arrive at a solution. 

Ask each group to prepare a presentation of its views on traffic on the high street. When each group has made its presentation to the class, take a vote 

to determine the best plan for the high street and the community. 

 To identify how people might have different views about traffic issues in the 

High Street 

 To think about the alternative and potential  solutions to the issue presented 

by each group of children to then be discussed 

Should the High street be closed to traffic – What would it be like? 

Discuss with the children what would happen if the High street was closed to traffic.  

What would be the benefits and disadvantages? 

Look at the local map with the children and discuss routes the traffic could take instead of using the high street. 

In pairs the children are to decide on the best traffic route instead of using the High Street developing their mapping skills and location and place 

knowledge. 

The children are to prepare a five minutes presentation to the rest of the class about their route, their reasons for choice and how they think it will 

improve the High street for all its users.  

Could map alternative routes and alternative roads to use.  

Could write a letter / email to local council voicing their concerns about traffic in High street. 
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Each group in turn is to share their presentation with the rest of the class after which questions can be asked. 

As a class decide on the best route and discuss what could be done with the findings from this terms work. 
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Geography Year 6 A study of Our Capital City: London 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of London, their capital city and how it contrasts to where we live. The children will develop their positional and locational knowledge of 

London in relation to other towns and cities and will explore and investigate what a capital city is and the infrastructure there. This unit will enable children to experience first-hand London and its key human and physical 

features.   

Core Aims  

  To develop contextual knowledge of the location of the UK, geographical regions and their key features.  

 To understand key physical and human geographical features of our capital city and how these can 

bring about change over time.  

 To be able to collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data through experiences of fieldwork to 

deepen their understanding of geographical processes.  

 To interpret a range of geographical sources including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and 

geographical information systems (GIS) 

 To communicate geographical information in a variety of ways including maps, numerical and 

quantitative skills as well as written outcomes and conclusions.   

Pupils should be taught to develop their Locational knowledge…  

 Children will locate the UK concentrating on environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics of the UK and major city London.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of physical and human 

geography of a region of the United Kingdom, London.   

 To develop their physical and human geography.   

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate physical and human features and 

describe, analyse and draw conclusions about the features studied.  

 To use eight points of compass, six figure grid references, symbols and key including OS maps to 

build their knowledge of our capital city.   

 To develop their geographical skills and fieldwork through a range of sources and first hand experiences, 

using maps atlases and globes, a compass to build their knowledge of the UK and capital city.   

 To use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the 

local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 

technologies. 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 

major cities.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

 To identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 

zones.  

 To be able to describe and understand key aspects of human and physical geography.  

 To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features they will study in our locality and in the wider world.  
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 To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build and develop their knowledge of the wider world 

 To observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To locate some of the world’s countries and their capital cities.  To use a Introduce the children to their new topic A study of our capital city; London.   
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range of sources to investigate capital cities.    

 To ask and respond to geographical questions to further support their 

learning and investigative skills.  

 To identify what a capital city is and what makes a capital city.  

 

What questions would they like to investigate this term relating to the topic?  

What is a capital city? Discuss and define.  

Show the children slideshow of capital cities- challenge the children-can the children name any of the capital cities? 

 What is a capital city? 

 Can the name any capital cities in the UK? World? 

 What would you expected to see in a Capital city?  

 What Capital cities around the world do they know?  

 Where is our Capital City? What is London like? Have the children ever visited?  

 What is our Capital city like?  

Explain and draw conclusions about what a capital city is and what they already know and would like to investigate about London.  

Introduce the children to a photograph of our capital city- London.  

 What can they see? What do they know about London? Can they name any human and physical features of the city? 

Children could compare Capital city of UK with a European Capital and Wider world city – drawing geographical conclusions, comparing and 

contrasting locations.  

EG does size of a country impact on the population of a capital city?  

Similarities between landmarks in cities? Human/ physical features?  

 

 To ask and answer geographical questions when investigating capital cities.  

 To use geographical vocabulary to communicate ideas.  

 To identify physical and human features in the UK  

 To use and interpret globes, atlases and map using a range of secondary 

sources to investigate  

 To locate London and Wolverhampton on a map and plan a route using location 

and positional knowledge.  

 

Recap and review What is a Capital City? Where is our Capital City – London? 

 Where is London on a map? 

 Who has visited London before?  

 Where is London?  

 How long did it take to travel there? How did you travel there?  

 If you were to visit London, how could you get there?  

In pairs ask the children to locate London and Wolverhampton on maps and atlases. Discuss the position of London within the wider rail, road, and 

route context. Identify and discuss with the children differences and similarities in the location of the two places. 

On a map of the British Isles ask the children to mark London and Wolverhampton and the route that could be taken to travel from one to the other. 

Children to mark any other relevant features such as seas, rivers or areas of high land that link the two. Children to identify major cities in the UK 

Children to give SatNav type directions to record route to be travelled from Wolverhampton to London, children to record direction, roads and 

motorways used, settlements and economic activities passed on the way. 

 

 To ask and respond to geographical questions.  

 To use geographical vocabulary to describe human and physical geographical 

features of a capital city. 

 To use secondary sources to carry our geographical investigations and 

research.  

What do we expect London to be like? (over a series of lesions to deepen understanding of London) – Also could develop children’s own lines of 

enquiry investigating and finding answers to their own questions they generated prior.  

Tell the children they are going to be making an educational visit to our capital city to find out first-hand what our Capital city is actually like.  

Why is this important?  

How does it support and develop British heritage?  

Provide the children with OS maps, plans and aerial photographs of London to look at. 
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 To use mapping skills and positional language when describing the capital 

city.  

 

 

 What do the children notice about the City from the photographs? 

 What physical and human features can the children recognise e.g. the Thames, key buildings, open areas, transport networks? 

Divide the children into small groups; ask the children to record what they think London is like from the photographs using the headings: buildings, 

landscape, economic activity and leisure. 

Ask the children to use a range of sources to find key information and geographical data about London e.g. population, size, key buildings and areas  

Ask the children to use their findings from the group work and independent research to write a report about the City of London, its landscape, 

physical and human features. The children are to include annotated map to demonstrate the geographical features both human and physical of our 

capital city. 

- Could create an OS map of London highlighting key features physical and human   

- Could create a local land map for tourists to use? (Maybe use these maps when children visit later on in the unit) 

- Explanations about key physical and human features in London 

- Impacts of key features – impact they have on the economy and tourist attractions 

- How has London changed and how does London continue to change and develop – and the impacts this has on people, places and 

environments.  

 To observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in 

the capital city using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital technologies.  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 

human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom.  

 To draw geographical conclusions about London from first hand observations 

and experiences.   

A Visit to London  

Take the children on an educational visit of London.  

During the day the children will gather information in many forms: - photographs, pictures, video, written, tables that will be use to further study the 

town back at school.  

When in London the children will be expected to:- 

 Keep a diary of what they see as they enter the city. Physical and human features, buildings, places of interest,  

 Take a tour on foot of  Westminster to locate key buildings  The children will mark key buildings on a map of Westminster  

 Complete field sketches of how the land is used. In St James Park ask the children to draw field sketches, facing different directions (use 

compasses). Ask the children to note the main features of the physical landscape and human activity. 

 Look at the different types of buildings and different types of jobs in and around the town generally.  Ask the children keep a tally chart of the 

different types of buildings they see and the jobs involved e.g. shops, restaurants, industry, housing, hotels  

 Carryout a survey of the people and traffic in London for five minutes. Who? Where? Age? 

 Identify the Activities that are available for people to do. Where? When? What? Who? 

 Sketch buildings. Investigate Buckingham Palace, Houses of Parliament, The London Eye, Big Ben sketching the buildings and noting the types of 

buildings. 

The facilities available to the general public in London e.g. hospitals, libraries, schools 

 To name and locate geographical regions and identify key physical 

characteristics and human features.  

 To look at land uses and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time 

 To understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 

What was London like? 

Following the educational visit to London the children are to use the evidence they have gathered to demonstrate an understanding of what the capital 

city is like. 

 Land use in central London – Westminster Area.  The children will draw a map of Westminster and mark on key human and physical features  

 Field sketches of how the land is used. The children will present their field sketches looking in different directions. The children to note the 

main features of the physical landscape and human activity. 
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human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom.  

 To draw geographical conclusions.  

 Analysis of different types of buildings and different types of jobs in and around the town generally.  Draw a graph to show the results of the 

tally chart of the different types of buildings they see and the jobs involved. Draw conclusions about the main types of land use and jobs in 

the area  

 Survey of the people and traffic in London.  Present findings who? Where? Age? 

 Activities that are available for people to do. Recording of Where? When? What? Who? 

 Buildings and Facilities in London 

Potential outcomes:  

The children are to present their findings over a series of lessons.  

Other ways to present include fact files, accounts of a visit, using pictures, as recounts, in story form, in tables and charts, graphs, tourist guide, to 

present and draw geographical conclusions.  

Children to create a video of their visit and what they have learnt about London as a Capital city  

 To investigate capital cities.  

 To ask and respond to geographical questions 

 To use secondary sources 

 To understand similarities and differences between capital cities 

 To understand similarities and differences between London and other Capital 

Cities around the world.  

How does London our Capital City compares to other capital cities around the world?  

Discuss with the children the key human and physical features of London.  

Reflect back to session one and the comparisons children began to make about capital cities in general. 

Tell the children we will focus on how our capital city compares to those around the world we have not focused on (e.g. Washington DC, Moscow, 

and Tokyo?)   

How has the land been used to ensure all the key buildings required in a Capital City are there? 

Ask the children to consider how our Capital city compares with other capital cities round the world e.g. Washington DC, Moscow, and Tokyo?  

Ask the children to work with a partner to independently research and present a study of another Capital City from around the world. 

 Children to lead their own learning, choosing where, then generate geographical questions to be answered and the way in which they are going to 

find out and present their findings  

Children to produce their learning about other Capital cities however they like. The children are to share their learning about other capital cities with 

others.  

Ask the children to decide where they would most like to live Wolverhampton or London or another part of the world’s capital cities from what they 

have learnt about the localities and cities around our world and why.  

 


